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If the Marines are â€œthe few, the proud,â€• Recon Marines are the fewest and the proudest.

Nathaniel Fickâ€™s career begins with a hellish summer at Quantico, after his junior year at

Dartmouth. He leads a platoon in Afghanistan just after 9/11 and advances to the

pinnacleâ€”Reconâ€” two years later, on the eve of war with Iraq. His vast skill set puts him in front of

the front lines, leading twenty-two Marines into the deadliest conflict since Vietnam. He vows to

bring all his men home safely, and to do so heâ€™ll need more than his top-flight education. Fick

unveils the process that makes Marine officers such legendary leaders and shares his hard-won

insights into the differences between military ideals and military practice, which can mock those

ideals.In this deeply thoughtful account of what itâ€™s like to fight on todayâ€™s front lines, Fick

reveals the crushing pressure on young leaders in combat. Split-second decisions might have

national consequences or horrible immediate repercussions, but hesitation isnâ€™t an option. One

Bullet Away never shrinks from blunt truths, but ultimately it is an inspiring account of mastering the

art of war.
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"I left the Corps because I had become a reluctant warrior. Many Marines reminded me of

gladiators. They had that mysterious quality that allows some men to strap on greaves and a

breastplate and wade into the gore. I respected, admired and emulated them, but I could never be

like them. I could kill when killing was called for, and I got hooked on the rush of combat as much as



any man did. But I couldn't make the conscious choice to put myself in that position again and again

throughout my professional life. Great Marine commanders, like all great warriors, are able to kill

that which they love most-their men. It's a fundamental law of warfare. Twice I had cheated it. I

couldn't tempt fate again." Words of wisdom from Nathaniel Fick. This is a book that gives us the

realities of military and Marine life in particular, and written with a superb command of the language

and the military mind.Nathaniel Fick was a Dartmouth student who wanted to be a physician. He

had difficulty with one of his science courses, and this changed the shape of his life. He realized he

wanted to go on a great adventure, prove himself, and do something for his country. And that

something was revealed in a lecture he went to about the Marines. He joined the Marines and went

through one of the most difficult courses of his life,he thought at the time; Officers Candidate

School. Not understanding that the real tests were to come. He became a Second Lieutenant and

he went on to Recon school. Reconnaissance teams are the elite of the Marine Corps, if elite was a

word in their military language. Recon teams go on the most dangerous missions of all- teams

calling for emergency extracts and any form of mission that your mind can imagine.
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